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Newspaper Clips 
July 12-13, 2015 

July 12 

IIT-Delhi to study pollution sources in Ghaziabad 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/IIT-Delhi-to-study-pollution-sources-in-

Ghaziabad/articleshow/48037256.cms 

 

GHAZIABAD: The UP Pollution Control Board (UPPCB) has written to IIT-Delhi, seeking a proposal to 

conduct a study to determine various sources of air pollution in Ghaziabad. 

 

Officials said on Saturday that the source apportionment study' of various pollutants in Ghaziabad would help 

determine the ultrafine particulate matters less than 2.5 microns in size (PM2.5) released into the air from 

various sources, including vehicles, road dust, construction work, diesel-run generator sets and industries. 

 

Besides, the proportionate contribution of these different sources to the total pollution build-up in the air would 

further be determined in the study, which would be spread over a minimum period of six months, officials said. 

 

"IIT-Delhi has been asked to prepare estimates of costs that would be required to undertake the study as well as 

other modalities. The request has been made to IIT-Delhi from the office of the member-secretary of the 

pollution control board in Lucknow," said a senior UPPCB official in Ghaziabad. 

 

He added, "Though Ghaziabad is considered as one of the most polluted cities in the country, till date no study 

has been undertaken to pinpoint the exact sources of pollution. The board has decided to undertake the study in 

order to determine the exact sources of pollution so that necessary remedial steps can be taken." 

 

Ghaziabad had been declared a critically polluted area' by the Central Pollution Control Board in a survey 

conducted among 88 industrial clusters in the country in 2009. The city had recorded a score of 87.37 on a scale 

of 100 in the comprehensive environmental pollution index (CEPI) in the survey and was tagged as the most 

polluted city of NCR. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/IIT-Delhi-to-study-pollution-sources-in-Ghaziabad/articleshow/48037256.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/noida/IIT-Delhi-to-study-pollution-sources-in-Ghaziabad/articleshow/48037256.cms
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No takers for 591 IIT seats after round 1 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/No-takers-for-591-IIT-seats-after-round-

1/articleshow/48046297.cms 

MUMBAI: Close to 600 engineering aspirants have not accepted an IIT seat despite qualifying in JEE 

(Advanced), among the toughest of competitive exams. Sunday was the last day for accepting seats in the IITs 

and the NITs in the first round of the joint seat allocation process.  

 

Of 10,006 seats in the IITs, 591 remained vacant after the first round. In the NITs and other government-funded 

technical institutes (GFTIs), the vacancy was 6,744. These seats will be available for students in the second 

round, which will start on Monday. Students who did not accept seats in the first round are out of the admission 

process. In all, 34,000 seats in 85 engineering institutes are on offer in the first-ever IIT-NIT-GFTI joint-seat 

allocation process.  

 

Officials say no clear pattern has emerged on the courses and institutes where seats have been rejected. 

Vacancies have been reported from the older IITs as well. IIT-Bombay and IIT-Delhi, for instance, have 24 and 

18 vacant seats after the first round. IIT-Kharagpur, which received a large number of applicants, has 91 vacant 

seats. In ISM-Dhanbad, which is part of the IIT admission process, several seats are unclaimed. Last year, 650 

seats were vacant in the IITs after the first round (9,711 seats were available).  

 

The IITs extended the round one deadline by a few hours till midnight on Sunday, but the numbers did not 

change much. An official from IIT-Bombay, which is the organizing IIT for JEE (Advanced) 2015, said, "There 

is a possibility that a few students have not turned up, believing that they have a chance in the second round. 

But our rules clearly state that students who fail to accept seats will be out of the admission process and will not 

get seats in any of the participating institutes."  

 

In the second round, several students may get a betterment option since seats are vacant. An official from IIT- 

Bombay said a student with an NIT seat, if allotted an IIT seat in the second round, will have to go to the IIT 

reporting centre to secure it and vice-versa. If this is not done, he or she will lose both seats.  

 

IIT-Kanpur director Indranil Manna said one will have to wait for all three rounds to get over to get a clear 

picture on the vacancies. "Usually very few seats are vacant in the older IITs. There are comparatively more 

vacancies in the newer ones." 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/No-takers-for-591-IIT-seats-after-round-1/articleshow/48046297.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/news/No-takers-for-591-IIT-seats-after-round-1/articleshow/48046297.cms
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IIT-Kgp duo wins Paris green contest 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/the-good-earth/IIT-Kgp-duo-wins-Paris-green-

contest/articleshow/48047368.cms 

KOLKATA: A two-member team from IIT-Kharagpur has bagged the top slot at an international green competition in 

Paris with an innovative technology to conserve electricity by auctioning units. Over 12500 innovators from 168 

countries had participated in the 'Go Green In The City', an annual competition, this year.  

 

The app, 'Elec-Tra', according to the innovators, architecture student Mohamad Meraj Shaikh and biotech-biochemical 

engineer Spoorthy Kotla, "helps you buy and sell electricity". Imagine an online auction portal where you can buy and 

sell used goods. Here, it is electricity units.  

 

"Suppose I'm a conscious user and you're an over-user. I've managed to save 10 units from my minimum usage. You on 

the other hand have overshot the minimum limit by 10 units. I put up my units on auction perhaps at a lower price. With 

this, I get a discount on the next billing cycle and you save as well," Meraj told TOI.  

 

"It's a push-pull strategy. You can't physically sell electricity. So this is the way forward in an ecological way. India, 

however, doesn't have good enough smart metering distribution. It's unlikely that the country will be ready for this 

model before 2020. We are pinning our hopes on the smart cities planned by the government. We are eyeing the first 

implementation in Europe as the infrastructure is already established there," Meraj added.  

 

Sphoorthy said: "Initially it was Meraj's idea. Four years ago, an IIT-Kgp team made it to the finals. In December last year, 

Meraj suggested that we take our chances. We did the planning for almost five months. Since it was my final year, I 

thought this was the last chance to take part in the competition and Meraj too was motivated. The preparation started 

only in January and the final was held end-June in Paris."  

 

Meraj was out of town on an internship, so most of the planning had to be done over phone. "People are usually 

negligent about switching off fan or lights. The affluent don't even mind paying the extra bill — but that is not the point. 

Precious energy is being wasted and we must conserve for the future generation. Once it develops from its prototype to 

final model, it would be like a buying-selling website, only in this case it would be electrical units. For that we will need 

tie-ups with electricity boards across the country," added Spoorthy.  

 

And the prize? All-expenses paid trips to any two countries in the world. "Spoorthy is keen on Australia while I, as an 

architect, am interested in Japan. But we've have decided to keep the trip on hold till next year as I have to complete my 

academic life first," said Meraj. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/environment/the-good-earth/IIT-Kgp-duo-wins-Paris-green-contest/articleshow/48047368.cms
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PM Modi to inaugurate IIT-P campus on July 25  

Hindustan Times (Patna) 

Shifting from old to new campus being done in a phase-wise manner, classrooms and 

laboratory being set up at the new Bihta campus 

We will send the detailed schedule to the ministry hopefully on Monday and wait for final concurrence, along 

with a minute-to-minute programme of the PM SUBHASH PANDEY, registrar, IIT-P SECURITY IS 

LOOKED AFTER BY SPECIAL PROTECTION GROUP, BIHAR GOVERNMENT HAS DIRECTED ITS 

SENIOR OFFICERS TO MAKE SPECIAL SECURITY ARRANGEMENT FOR HIS RALLY 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the IITPatna campus at Bihta, 35 km west from the heart of 

Patna, on July 25. The same day he is scheduled to address a public rally in Muzaffarpur, around 70 km north of 

the capital city.  

IIT- Patna director Prof Pushpak Bhattacharya received a communication to this effect from the ministry of 

human resources and development (MHRD).  

The registrar of IIT-Patna, Subhash Pandey, told HT that MHRD joint secretary Rakesh Ranjan, while 

conveying the intimation about the PM’s proposed programme, had sought its detailed schedule and dais 

planning (seating arrangement).  

“We will send the detailed schedule to the ministry hopefully on Monday and wait for the final concurrence, 

along with a minute-to-minute programme of the Prime Minister. As of now, we have been communicated that 

the whole programme should be of 60-90 minutes. The ministry will communicate to us the time slot after 

consultation with the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO),” added Pandey.  

The IIT is already in the process of shifting from its temporary campus in Patliputra to its permanent ground at 

Bihta, a distance of approx 35 kms. “We are doing it in a phase-wise manner, and setting up classrooms and 

laboratory at the new campus,” added Pandey.  

The new academic session is to commence from July 22. Registration and induction of new students will be 

done at the new campus on July 22 and classes are scheduled to begin from July 25. However, with the 

inauguration by the Prime Minister slated for July 25, classes will now commence from July 26.  

As on date, the IIT-P, formed in 2008, has 970 students and 75-80 faculty members. It has an annual  

intake of 200 students for undergraduate programme (B.Tech course) in five disciplines.  

As per an earlier intimation by the MHRD, the inauguration was supposed to be done on June 29. However, it 

was deferred as the new campus was not fully ready. “The classrooms, mess, hostel, faculty residence are now 

ready and we are all set to begin our new academic session from the new campus,” Pandey signed off.  

The Bihar government will not take any chances and go in for unprecedented security cover during Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s public rally in Muzaffarpur,” a state home department official said.  

Although Modi’s security is looked after by the Special Protection Group (SPG) - an elite commando force - the 

Bihar government has directed some of its senior officers to prepare special security arrangement plan for his 

rally, the official said.  
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The state government has asked the officials concerned to ensure foolproof security at Muzaffarpur. “Bihar will 

be on full alert during the Prime Minister’s rally,” said a police officer. Modi is slated to address a public rally 

in Bihar on July 25.  

 

“We are gearing up for the Bihar assembly elections and aim to register a victory with twothird majority,” a BJP 

leader said.  
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RETIRED PROFS CANNOT BE PhD GUIDES, SAYS UGC 

Hindustan Times (Bhopal) 

BHOPAL: Superannuated professors at universities cannot act as guides or supervisors in awarding M Phil or 

PhD degrees, according to a University Grants Commission (UGC) circular. The circular says that 

‘’Universities shall allocate supervisors from amongst the regular faculty members in a department or its 

affiliated PG colleges/institutions depending on the number of students per faculty member.’ Any degree 

awarded otherwise would be in violation of the UGC Regulations, 2009.  

This UGC notification can prove to be a problem for the Barkatullah University as about 500 out of 1800 

registered guides are retired professors.  

Retired English professor, Zamiruddin said, “I have already resigned due to the non-academic environment in 

the university. It looks like that they are living in a fool’s paradise. Retired professors don’t ask for students. It’s 

the university that asks us to guide the students because of experience and knowledge. They are mistaken. There 

is a shortage of guides and retired professors for a few subjects and this decision will affect the students 

adversely.”  

Urdu poet and retired professor Anees Sultana said, “This is not a good decision keeping in mind research. The 

decision makers are ignoring the talent and competence of retired professors. It will definitely affect the 

working of the university.”  

Meanwhile, some retired professors have welcomed the decision.  
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